
 

 

 

13th August 2020 

Dear Students and Parents 

Can I start by saying I know this will have been an emotional morning for you all. 

I am aware many of you have secured your Post 18 destination and I am delighted if that is the case. Please 

remember support and guidance is available from the Sixth Form team to help you with this next step if there are 

any issues. 

You will now all have received your official grades and been able to compare these with the Centre Assessed 

Grades we submitted to the exam boards in June.  As you know over 40% of our Centre Assessed Grades have 

been moved down based on a statistical calculation used by the exam boards.  If your grade has been downgraded 

you will understandably be upset.  The staff at the school devoted a great deal of time and care to submit Centre 

Assessed Grades that we considered to be fair and an accurate reflection of  what students would have achieved 

had they sat the exams as normal.  I am disappointed and saddened if this downgrading has affected your Post 18 

ambitions.  

As you will know if you have been watching the news, the situation regarding appeals is confusing.  The 

government announced yesterday that students can accept their calculated grade, appeal to receive a valid mock 

result, or can sit autumn exams. The valid mock opportunity was a completely new announcement and therefore 

schools have received no advice about what constitutes a valid mock and, unfortunately, this is not expected until 

next week at the earliest.  I have to say the potential use of mock results is difficult to understand given the huge 

variety in the way mocks exams are delivered and assessed in schools across the country. I consider this would 

only lead to even greater unfairness in the exam grade process. 

Like all schools, we are in an uncertain period in relation to making appeals regarding individual student grades 

and subject grades. In effect, we are on hold until we know what the government and Ofqual decide in relation to 

these grades and how they might use mock results.  However, we are preparing data to present to the exam 

boards that highlights when the grades awarded do not accurately reflect what students would have got if they 

had sat their exams. I will keep you informed via our website of our progress with these appeals.  

I appreciate this uncertainty must be causing many of you further concerns and we will try to do everything we 

can to help you through this process. 

Please use the systems referred to in the e-mail you received with your results this morning from the Exams and 

Sixth Form teams if you require further help. 

I wish you well in whatever you go on to do and I will continue to keep you informed on any school or national 

developments.  Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

STEVE WILSON              

Headteacher 


